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Preface 
 
Sathya Sai College, Ltd. is hereby referred to as the ‘School’. In this Policy ‘Principal’ refers to the Principal, 
Primary Campus and/or Principal, Secondary Campus and/or Business Manager. ‘PC’ refers to the Primary 
Campus of the School, while ‘SC’ refers to the Secondary Campus. 
 
The School’s policies are made in accordance with NESA requirements as per ‘Registered and Accredited 
Individual Non-government Schools (NSW) Manual: September 2023’. 
 

BYOD program at Sathya Sai College 
 
Teaching ICT skills is a mandatory requirement in all NSW syllabuses. 
 
Digital literacy encompasses the knowledge, and skills students need to create, manage, communicate and 
investigate data, information and ideas, and solve problems. It assists students to work collaboratively at 
school and in their lives beyond school. 
 
Digital literacy involves students critically identifying and appropriately selecting and using digital devices or 
systems and learning to make the most of the technologies available to them. Students adapt to new ways 
of doing things as technologies evolve and protect the safety of themselves and others in digital 
environments. 
 

Affordability 
 
We understand that providing a device is not cheap and families with multiple children requiring their own 
device makes it even harder to afford.  
If you have difficulty affording the cost, please contact our Business Manager, to discuss payment plan 
options. Email to be sent via businessmanager@sathyasai.nsw.edu.au or call the school office on 02 6670 
8800 to make an appointment 
 
Communication and Feedback 
We encourage a learning partnership and open communication. If you have any questions or feedback, all 
enquiries can be addressed to the Primary or Secondary Principal  
principal_pc@sathyasai.nsw.edu.au (Primary Campus) 
principal_sc@sathyasai.nsw.edu.au (Secondary Campus)  
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Primary Campus 
iPads 
 
An iPad is a required learning resource at SSC, Primary Campus for all students in Year 3 to 6 classes.  
The Year 3 cohort must have their own device ready to begin the start of Term 1. (specific device 
requirements are listed below). 
 
The school unfortunately only has a very limited supply of iPads and lending these to students is 
unsustainable. It is expected that all students have their own device in Years 3 to 6 unless there are 
exceptional circumstances preventing this (please contact the school if you feel this applies to you).  
 
The decision to include the BYOD program at SSC was made for a number of reasons:  
 

• enhance the educational outcomes of our students by enabling tools, resources and strategies 
suitable for 21st century learners 

• increase learning engagement  
• equips students with real world technological skills and familiarity 
• addresses requirements of the Curriculum 

All learning experiences are carefully considered when teachers are planning units of work. There will not be 
a defined maximum or minimum time-limit imposed onto iPad use in the classroom, however best practice 
involves teachers using their professional judgement to ensure a balance of offline and active learning 
experiences. 
 
iPads must be fully charged and ready for use at the beginning of each day.  
 
Students are welcome to leave their iPads at school overnight if this helps support a calmer routine at home. 
We are more than happy to work with families to make home life easier and ensure technology remains a 
positive and purposeful tool. 
 

iPad Requirements 
 

• Apple iPad (standard model or higher). iPad Minis and iPhones are not permitted. iPads should not 
have a SIM card or other means of accessing the internet outside of the school’s wifi. 

• 9th generation or newer. 
• iPadOS 15.0 or above. 
• The college will advise all apps required to be installed. All apps should be fully updated.  
• A minimum of 5hrs battery life to last the college day. 
• A sturdy case is recommended to prevent damage. 
• A screen protector is advised. 
• Headphones are required when necessary. 
• Ensure you understand your device’s insurance and warranty terms. The college is not responsible 

for loss or damage. 
 

Mobile Phones 
 
Mobile phones are banned within the Sathya Sai Primary Campus. 
If parents wish to contact their children during the school day, or vice versa, contact is to be made through 
Reception. The school mobile can be made available to students if a private conversation is required. 
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Secondary Campus 
Laptops 
 
It is mandatory for all students to bring a laptop with them to school to aid in their learning. Mobile phones 
are NOT permitted. It is the student’s responsibility to bring their laptop to school each day fully charged as 
there are insufficient power stations for all students to charge laptops at once.  
 
Laptops should be able to operate fully charged for at least six hours.  
 

• You should keep your device safe in your school bag when travelling to and from school.  
• You should resist using your device on public transport as this may be a security risk. 
• Ensure that you use your device appropriately at all times as a tool for learning.  
• Staff may view material placed on your device at any time.  
• No use of devices before school, during recess or lunch unless under direct supervision of a teacher. 

Student Device Security. 
• Always keep your password confidential.  
• Log off at the end of each lesson.  
• Never send hoax emails, spam or unlawful publications to anyone.  
• Always backup your work. 

 

Device Requirements: 

Laptops supporting either Windows 11 or macOS are deemed most suitable for student use; Chromebooks 
are not suitable as they don’t work on our network. While iPads may be utilised, laptops are preferred. If 
utilising iPads, it is required that they be accompanied by an external keyboard to facilitate extended typing 
sessions. iPads should not have a SIM card or other means of accessing the internet outside of the school’s 
wifi. 

All students (whether using laptop or iPad) will also require a mouse with a rolling scroll wheel for 
Technology Mandatory as well as ear buds/ headphones for classroom listening (e.g. instructional videos). 

As a general guideline for meeting the recommended specifications, we suggest purchasing a device from 
2020 or newer with at least 8GB of Ram (either Apple or Windows). There is no need to purchase Microsoft 
Office as all students will be provided access via their school account. Additionally, we recommend investing 
in a protective case or laptop sleeve for added durability. 

If you require assistance in selecting a suitable laptop or have doubts regarding the compatibility of a current 
laptop in your possession, please do not hesitate to contact IT support for guidance and recommendations. 

Email: itadmin@sathyasai.nsw.edu.au 

Mobile Phones 

2.1 Home Room 
  
The main time for student hand in of mobile phones is during Home Room each morning between 8:50 and 
9am. After ensuring that their phones are switched off, students are to place their phone in the dedicated 
phone box in the slot corresponding to their name. 
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2.2 Late arrivals 
  
Students who arrive late to school should hand in their phone to the front office while signing in. Their 
phone will then be placed in the same box and the same slot it would be had they been in Home Room. 
  

3. Exceptions 
  
Exceptions to this policy can only be granted by the Principal and/or the Principal’s delegate. Exceptions will 
only be granted under the following circumstances: 
  

3.1 Specialised Learning Tool 
  
There are occasional times when it may be appropriate for a student to have access to their mobile phone to 
use it as a specialised learning tool, e.g. in Photography & Digital Media. In this case, permission to use 
mobile phones will be sought from the Principal by the classroom teacher. The classroom teacher and the 
Principal will then agree to a system to be used in order for students to be able to use their mobile phones 
for those periods only. 
  

3.2 Excursions 
  
In exceptional circumstances, particularly for longer excursions, it may be deemed appropriate for students 
to take their mobile phones on an excursion. In this case the students and parents will be notified that 
students will be permitted to take their phones on the excursion. 

3.3 Other 
  
In other exceptional circumstances an exemption to this policy may be granted by the Principal. This 
exemption may be granted on a short-term basis or be on-going. 

4. Banned Item 
  
Under this policy, unless an exception has been granted under section 3, mobile phones are listed as a 
banned item. This means that if a student does not have an exception and does not hand their phone in, 
they may be suspended as per the School’s Discipline Policy. 
 

Secondary Campus Device Use Policies 
 
Operating system and anti-virus:  

Students must ensure they have a legal and licensed version of a supported operating system and 
software. If applicable, students’ devices must be equipped with anti-virus software. 

Sathya Sai College’s Wi-Fi network connection only:  

Student devices are only permitted to connect to the college’s Wi-Fi network while at college. There 
is no cost for this service.  

Battery life and charging: 

Students must ensure they bring their device to college fully charged for the entire day. No charging 
equipment will be supplied by the college. 
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Theft and damage: 

Students are responsible for securing and protecting their devices at the college. Any loss or damage 
to a device is not the responsibility of the college. 

 

Confiscation: 

Students’ devices may be confiscated if the college has reasonable grounds to suspect that a device 
contains data which breaches the BYOD Student Agreement. 

Maintenance and support: 

Students are solely responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of their devices.  

Ergonomics: 

Students should ensure they are comfortable using their device during the college day particularly in 
relation to screen size, sturdy keyboard etc. 

Data back-up & System Updates:  

Students are responsible for backing-up their own data and system updates. They should ensure this 
is done regularly.  

Insurance/warranty:  

Students and their parents/caregivers are responsible for arranging their own insurance and should 
be aware of the warranty conditions for the device. 

Inappropriate Use of Device: 

Students should understand that should their device need to be taken or should they be found using 
their device inappropriately, as deemed by the college, they will no longer have the option to 
participate in the BYOD program and the School’s discipline Roadmap will be followed.  

 
 
Please note: Students and parents are required to sign the BYOD Student Agreement (outlined below) to 
ensure these guidelines are followed. The BYOD Student Agreement is to be returned to the student’s 
classroom teacher prior to the device being used at school. 
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Student Agreements 
BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE (BYOD) STUDENT AGREEMENT  
 

Students must read and sign the BYOD Student Agreement in the company of a parent or caregiver unless otherwise 
directed by the Principal.  

 
I agree that I will abide by the college’s BYOD policy and that: 
 

 I will not bring a device that has cellular capabilities or if it does, I agree to remove the sim card 
and/or disable the e-sim card of my device for school usage.  

 I will use the college’s Wi-Fi network for learning which is filtered by ‘SOPHOS’. 
 I will not have any social media platforms that have a 13+ requirement. e.g. Spotify, Snapchat, Tik Tok, 

Instagram. 
 I will only use my device during class activities at the direction of the teacher. 
 I will not attach any college-owned equipment to my mobile device without the permission of the 

college. 
 I will use my own portal/internet log-in details and will never share them with others. 
 I will stay safe by not giving my personal information to strangers. 
 I will not hack or bypass any hardware and software security implemented by the college. 
 I will not use my own device to knowingly search for, link to, access or send anything that is:  

 
 offensive 
 inappropriate 
 threatening  
 abusive or defamatory 
 considered to be bullying 

 I will report inappropriate behaviour and/or material to my teacher immediately. 

 I understand that my activity on the internet is recorded and that these records may be used in 
investigations, court proceedings or for other legal reasons.  

 I understand that the school can undertake surveillance or access any information or material on a 
device. 

 I acknowledge that I bring my device to school at my own risk and the college cannot be held 
responsible for any damage to, or theft of my device. 

 I understand and have read the limitations of the manufacturer’s warranty on my device, both in 
duration and in coverage. 

 I have read the BYOD Student Responsibilities, and the BYOD Device Requirements documents and 
agree to comply with the requirements of both documents. 

 I have reviewed the BYOD Device Requirements document and have ensured my device meets the 
minimum outlined specifications.  

 I understand if I am found to be using my device inappropriately, I will no longer be allowed to 
participate in the BYOD program.  

 
 

__________________       ___________________          ___/___/___ 

         Student Name     Student Signature     Date 
 

__________________       ___________________          ___/___/___ 

         Parent Name      Parent Signature      Date  
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POLICY ADMINISTRATION  
 
The policy will be reviewed periodically, or in the event of any information or incident that indicates the 
need for review or following any legislative or organisational change. 
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